Educational Services Commissions

Legislative Talking Point

What we can do without legislative initiatives:

A. ESCs provide a model for shared services.  County school districts are not required, or necessary for coordinating services among school districts.

B. Every school district, in each county can organize specific services through the ESC for services, which help districts create economies of scale, without consolidation, or loss of local control.

C. ESCs, as individual county units, are also part of a statewide collaborative which provides expertise, and opportunities for expanding services when a particular ESC does not currently provide a service.  

What we can do with legislative action:

1. Shared Services Initiative:

New legislative guidelines which reward districts that join in shared services with an ESC or another local district by gaining credit towards reduction of administrative costs calculations.  

2.County Office –Approval Of Placements:

Administrative Code changes which identify ESCs as public school placements, and require that each County Office not approve any special education placements in private schools when there is a public school placement available, at a lower cost.

3. Coordinated Transportation

Legislative guidelines, which require all school districts to report all students requiring special transportation to an ESC.  Districts will also report their capacity for transporting students their own students, and identify extra capacities.  ESCs in turn are required to coordinate transportation with district busses, their own busses or through the bidding process. 

4.  County Superintendent (S42)

Legislative guidelines which specify services, ie: transportation, purchasing, special education placements, etc., that the County Superintendent must utilize through an ESC.

5.     Purchasing

Legislative guidelines, which require all school districts to participate in cooperative purchasing of general supply items, copy paper, textbooks through an ESC. 







