STATUTORY AUTHORITY
FOR EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCIES
ALABAMA
Section 16-8-1
Composition; election; single member election districts; qualifications.
(a) The county board of education shall be composed of five members, who shall be
elected by the qualified electors of the county.
(b) County boards of education unless otherwise provided by law may use the provisions
of this subsection to establish single member election districts with one board member
elected from each district. School boards exercising this option may establish five or
seven such districts. Such plan shall be considered only after two weeks public notice has
been given, outlining generally the school districts under consideration. The members so
elected must be residents of the district in which election is sought. Such residency shall
have been established at least one year before the general election at which the candidate
is to be elected. The boundaries of such single member districts shall be determined by a
majority vote of the county board of education. The county board of education shall
apportion the districts according to the last federal decennial census for the county
utilizing the principle of equal representation. Thereafter, each county board of education
choosing to implement single member election districts shall reapportion those districts
within six months following the publication of the results of each federal decennial
census. They shall be persons of good moral character, with at least a fair elementary
education, of good standing in their respective communities and known for their honesty,
business ability, public spirit and interest in the good of public education. No member of
the county board of education shall be an employee of said board; provided, that in
counties having populations of not less than 96,000 nor more than 106,000 according to
the most recent federal decennial census, not more than one classroom teacher employed
by the board may serve as a board member and also as a teacher. Members shall not be
required to hold teachers' certificates.
Section 16-8-8
Administration and supervision of schools generally.
The general administration and supervision of the public schools of the educational
interests of each county, with the exception of cities having a city board of education,
shall be vested in the county board of education; provided, that such general
administration and supervision of any city having a city board of education may be
consolidated with the administration and control of educational matters affecting the
county and vested in the county board of education.
Section 16-8-12.1
Authority to enter into cooperative agreements, programs, etc.

In addition to all authority previously granted by statute, county boards of education may
enter into cooperative agreements, projects and programs with the county commission,
and may take such other actions as they deem necessary and appropriate for the proper
management of the public schools; provided, however, that such agreements, projects,
and programs shall not be in conflict with nor inconsistent with any law or policy of the
State Board of Education and shall not conflict with the purposes for which the school
system is established. Provided, further, that such authority shall not be used to deny any
employee any legal or constitutional rights to which he or she is entitled, nor shall such
authority be used in such a way that employees are denied any benefits established and
required by law, nor shall such authority be construed as authorizing county boards of
education to levy any taxes not otherwise authorized by law.
Section 16-11-2
Applicability; composition of boards.
(a) The provisions of this chapter shall apply to city boards of education unless otherwise
provided by local law pursuant to Amendment 659 to the Constitution of Alabama of
1901, or any other provision of the Constitution of Alabama of 1901.
(b) The general administration and supervision of the public schools and educational
interest of each city shall be vested in a city board of education, to be composed of five
members who shall be residents of the city, and who shall not be members of the city
council or commission. In any Class 4 municipality which has adopted a mayor-council
form of government pursuant to Chapter 43B (commencing with Section 11-43B-1) of
Title 11, the city board of education may be composed of seven members.
(c) The members of the city board of education, who shall, except as hereinafter
provided, serve without compensation, shall be chosen solely because of their character
and fitness, but no person shall be appointed or elected to this board pursuant to this
section who is subject to the authority of the board. In cities having populations of not
less than 50,000 nor more than 60,000 according to the most recent federal decennial
census, and the City of Attalla, not more than one classroom teacher employed by the
board may serve as a board member and also as a classroom teacher.
(d) Each member of the city board in cities having a population of 300,000 or more
according to the last or any subsequent federal census shall receive fifty dollars ($50) for
each meeting of the board, whether special, regular, or executive session, attended by him
or her. No member shall receive more than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) during any
one month. This compensation shall be paid from the city school funds in the manner
provided for paying out of the city school funds.
(e) Any city or town which has had the general administration and supervision of the
public schools and educational interests of the city or town vested in a city board of
education for a period of 20 years or more prior to August 15, 1951, may, except as may
be provided by law, continue to have general administration and supervision of the public
schools and educational interest under a local board of education regardless of any past or
future federal census.

